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Winter 2009/10 Newsletter 
 

Dear reader, 

Welcome to the Winter 2009/10 Kileva Foundation Newsletter.  I’ve just returned from our annual visit to 
Kenya where a party of trustees and members were able to see first hand the great progress that has 
been made on the five main projects: 

• Education: Building the Kileva Eastfield Primary School in Mwakoma and the Kileva Pre-School 
and Community Centre in Voi 

• Health: Building the Kileva Medical Dispensary and Community Centre in Kirumbi 

• Crop Protection: Erecting Bee Hive Fences in Mwakoma and surrounding areas 

• Water and Sanitation: Installing water tanks and erecting toilets at the Kileva Medical Dispensary 
and at the Marie Primary School 

• Awards Scheme: Presenting Kileva Certificates and Medals to various schools and community 
groups throughout the region  

Details of the progress made are included in the newsletter, together with a liberal smattering of ‘photos 
taken during the recent visit.   

Of course none of this progress would have been possible without your help, and so I’d like to pass on the 
sincere thanks of the Board of Trustees, the Kileva Operations Directors in Kenya and the entire Sagalla 
community for your continued support. 

Finally I’d like to wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 

 

 

 

Cliff Evans 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
Kileva Foundation 
 
 
 
 The Kileva Foundation is a charitable organisation 

supporting the Sagalla communities in and around 
the town of Voi in Kenya. For more information 
please visit ... 
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Education 

Kileva Eastfield Primary School, Mwakoma 

Building Programme 

It was great to see the new 
entrance to the school 
during the recent visit and in 
particular to see the new 
classroom (Standard 3) and 
staff accommodation. 

Although the concrete floor, window frames and doors have not yet been installed in the new classroom, 
this will be completed over the next month or so and new benches will also be installed in time for the new 
school year which starts in January.   

We also inspected the two new water tanks that were provided 
by WorldVision and the Kenyan Community Development 
Fund, then installed using funds raised by the Kileva Charity 
Water Initiative (see later in the Newsletter).  

A number of books and other educational items, plus pencils, 
stationary and Kileva polo shirts were handed over to the 
school.  These were all bought using funds provided by Kileva 
donors.  

Term 2 results 

The second term of the year finished in summer and again all the pupils, teachers and parents should be 
proud of their achievements.  The two results sheets below (for standard 1 & 2) were compiled by 
Margaret Samba, the Kileva Eastfield Head Teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standard 3     Standard 2    Standard 1    Pre-School   Staff House 
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Government Sponsorship 

We were very pleased that Dan Mwazo (Member of Parliament for the Voi 
constituency) accompanied us during our visits to Kileva Eastfield, Kirumbi and 
Gedion Mosi schools. Furthermore we were delighted that Mr Mwazo promised 
200,000/- (about £1,750) of government money to go towards building Standard 4 
classroom, and also promised to ensure that the Ministry of Education pushes 
through formal registration of the school so that it can take advantage of the 
appropriate benefits that brings, including funding of teachers and text books.  

New School Committee 

The following new school committee members were elected on 3rd July 2009 

Athanas Mwambui (Chairman) 
Stanley Waduu (Treasurer) 
Martha Konde (Vice Chairman) 
Purity Mwalugha-Tchr (Secretary) 
Michael Mwanzighe 
Thomas Soghe 
Hezron Nzumu 
Rachael Mwambala 
Margaret Mwapulu 
Charity Mwangome 
Gladys Mwake 
Truphena Mwasi  
Agnes Mwake 
Alex Mwambui 
Robert Boli

Teaching Staff 

The school’s head teacher, Margaret Samba 
Kiriro, completed her Mathematics course at 
Jommo Kenyatta University that was funded by 
Kileva.  She returned to the school as planned 
in August and has continued the great work 
she’s been doing at the school.  

 

 

Kileva Pre-School & Community Centre, Voi 

The foundations and the first few layers of bricks of the new 
Kileva Pre-school and Community Centre in Voi have been 
laid.  This centre will be used during the day as a pre-
school for the children of the prison officers and local 
community, and in the evening as an adult education centre 
for both inmates and the local community.  
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Pen Pal Scheme 

I’m delighted to say that pupils in the UK (primarily from the Oldfield Primary School in Maidenhead) 
have become pen pals with pupils at Kileva Eastfield and other schools in the area. This is not only 
creating a personal link between the kids of the two schools, but it’s hoped that it will also give their 
families a better understanding of the differences between our two societies. 
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Health 

Kileva Medical Dispensary, Kirumbi 

It was great to see during our recent visit that the roof is now 
on the Kileva Medical Dispensary in the village of Kirumbi, 
and to see that work is progressing well on building the 
associated toilet block.   

Once the toilet has been 
completed – hopefully by 
January – then the centre can 
be formally handed over to 
the Kirumbi community.   

 

Suffering from snake bites and diseases such as Malaria is common in the surrounding communities, 
and so it’s hoped that once the Kenyan Health Authority take over the running of the centre then it will 
become instrumental in providing medication and advice in tackling such issues. 

It’s taken over two years of hard work from planning the project and raising the required funds to 
completing the first two dispensing rooms and the toilet, but the results of all that hard work are now 
clear to see and the whole Kiruimbi community wanted me to pass on their gratitude to all involved. 

 

Beehive Fences 

Background 

As mentioned in the previous newsletter, elephants have been trampling crops at the Kileva projects in 
Mwakoma and Kirumbi and throughout the surrounding community which has brought continued 
hardship to everyone in the area.  

Feasibility Study 

However the good news is that Lucy King and her team from the Save The Elephants (STE) 
organisation visited the Kileva project sites as planned in mid June to undertake a study into the 
feasibility of building two test bee hive fences to:   

• help to deter some crop-raiding elephants;  

• improve pollination of the crops by bees;  

• increase income from the land for the farmers by the sale of 
honey; 
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• create a demonstration site for the potential benefit of this type of beehive fence for agricultural 
development elsewhere in the community. 

 

The feasibility study proved successful, and so, using funds from STE (following a 
grant from the Disney Worldwide Conservation Fund) together with funds from 
Kileva, it was agreed that the project should go ahead and, by the middle of 
August, Lucy and two of her Field Assistants made their way down to Voi to begin 
implementation. 

Implementation Stage 1 

The first stage of the project was to establish and run a beehive workshop where STE’s experienced 
field worker, Lucas, would train a team of local assistants from the community to construct the beehives. 
The following email gives Lucy’s personal account of that, and the subsequent preparation of the sites 
(led by STE’s second field worker, Wilson. 

 

 

          Nairobi 

Kenya 

          20th August 2009 

Dear Cliff,  
 
I'm just back in Nairobi after an incredibly successful 3 days in Voi. The community chose 6 carpenters, 
6 labourers and 10 women for the 3 work groups. Each group was split in half with half from Kirumbi and 
half from Mwakoma village.   

We arranged for them all to meet us at the Kileva Eastfield School on Tuesday morning where there was 
a gathering of community members. Everyone seemed very happy with the plan and we made the 
decision to not buy expensive posts from Voi but instead to pay community members for bringing posts 
from their land to the project. We have also employed 3 cooks who are cooking for about 25 people 
every day giving a variety of maize, ugali, beans and cabbage as a small lunchtime meal to everyone 
which is keeping moral up. We have also employed a man to bring water to the school for all the 
activities so all in all we have taken on quite a large team of community members (about 30) who all 
seem delighted to be involved, learning about the project and earning some money at the same time. 
The atmosphere is excellent.  

The beehive workshop started early on Tuesday morning and the 
6 carpenters are incredibly active and had already finished 20 
shells by the end of the day! I believe 4 of them are real 
carpenters so the work is professional and the hives look very 
strong indeed. The best yet out of all the projects I have worked 
on.  We also got the women's group galvanised by demonstrating 
to them how to make the thatched roofs for the beehives and they 
set off to cut thatching and collect posts. By midday yesterday 
they had finished making half of the roofs. 
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We took the third group of labourers down to the first 
farm in Mwakoma to peg out the fence line and start 
digging the holes for the posts. We did the same for 
the second farm in Kirumbi yesterday and so both 
farms are now pegged out and the hard digging work 
can begin. Both farms are excellent choices, not only 
because they are both "front-line" in terms of elephant 
damage but also because they are both large farms 
which means we can have a control plot (without a 
beehive fence) on the same land to compare crop 
damage which makes the experiment very neat. This 
means that variables such as differences in vigilance, 
soil type, distance etc don't come into play. 

We decided to make the fences almost entirely enclosed as I discovered that elephants raid the farms 
from all sides (including the mountain side) so that should help.  If the small demonstration sites work we 
could always think about extending the length of the fences but I think the two sites are large enough for 
now to test the idea. 

best wishes, 
 
Lucy 
 
Lucy King MSc 
DPhil Researcher, Animal Behaviour Research Group & Save the Elephants, Kenya 
Department of Zoology, Balliol College, University of Oxford  
UK Mobile: 07720 289538  Kenya Cell: 0720 275561  Email: lucy.king@zoo.ox.ac.uk 

 

Implementation Stage 2 

The second and final stage of the project was to establish a team (led by STE’s second field worker, 
Wilson) to build the beehives and install them on the fences. The following email from Lucy again gives 
her personal account of that. 

 

 

          STE Camp 

Samburu, Kenya 

          20th August 2009 

Hi Cliff,  
 
We had a very successful completion of the project last week with the finishing off of the two beehive 
fences.   
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The beehives have been very professionally put together 
with impressive handy-work and they are ready for bees 
to arrive.  

The fences have been constructed with good strong 
fence-posts and painted in wood preservative which 
should help to keep termite damage to a minimum.  Each 
post has been surrounded by a tall sheet of iron which 
should stop honey badger attacks on any occupied hives 
- this is an expense which I believe is worth it due to the 
huge disappointment that honey badger attacks create. 
Let’s hope the additional length (75cm high) we have 
used for these two sites will keep them away!  

Lucas conducted a short beekeeping training session with all the carpenters and labourers to explain 
how the hives work. I'm sure this was useful but it might be worth following this up with a further training 
session when the hives are ready for harvesting. 

Although the beehive fences were completed by the time we left 
Voi we did leave behind two more days of work for 8 labourers to 
help prepare the land for the two farmers. This was to ensure that 
the test plots are ready for planting and that the two farmers do not 
get overwhelmed by the land preparation. In particular the 4 
labourers in each farm are digging three trenches in each field 
which appears to be normal practice in the area for retaining water 
and creating a good environment for casava growth.  Each farmer 
is also preparing a second area of land for crops within their land 
which we will use as a control site to compare crop-raiding events.  

The farmers have been given simple and clear instructions and monitoring sheets to fill in for any 
elephant incidents on their land over the next few months.  I plan to visit again when the rains arrive 
(poss mid-Nov) to check that the fences are still strong, the crops are growing in both test and control 
sites and the farmers are comfortable with the monitoring. 

Best wishes,  
 
Lucy 
 
 

Beehive Fence Inspection 

 

During our recent trip, we were able to inspect the 
sites the two beehive fences.  We therefore saw 
for ourselves the excellent workmanship involved, 
but most importantly saw for ourselves the 
enthusiasm that has spread for the project 
throughout the community, including amongst a 
number of regional officials.   
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I’d therefore like to thank once again all the people involved in the project, including the Kileva fund 
raisers and Kenyan Operations Team, but in particular I’d like to thank Lucy and her Save The Elephants 
(STE) team without whom none of this would have been possible.  Their leadership and guidance 
throughout the project was excellent, and the team spirit they created amongst the local community will 
be remembered for a long time to come. 

STE and DWC 

If you would like to read more about Save The Elephants and Lucy’s work in particular, please go to 
www.elephantsandbees.com, and for information on the work of Disney Worldwide Conservation please 
go to http://www.wdwpublicaffairs.com/TopicContent.aspx?PageId=ba2dda9a-1014-4447-9cc2-
e04b2d7dea25  

 

Water and Sanitation 

Water Tanks 

Drought was again a major issue during the summer but the good news is that 
rain has started to fall over recent weeks.  This has meant that crops have been 
well watered and stocks in existing water tanks throughout the region have been 
replenished.  

 

In addition new water tanks have been 
installed at the Kileva Eastfield School over 
the past few months thanks to donations from 
Kileva supporters, the Kenyan Community 
Development Fund (CDF) and the WorldVision 
charity.  

 

Toilets 

Thanks to the generosity of Kileva donors we were able to fund the installation of two new toilets over 
the past 6 months – the one already mentioned at the Kileva medical Dispensary and the other at the 
Marie Primary School.  

Building such toilets is not easy as the pit has to be between 
16 and 20 feet deep.  In the case of the toilet at Marie this 
proved to be particularly difficult, not only because the toilet 
is located on a hillside but also because the workmen hit 
solid rock at a depth of about 12 feet.  The skill and 
determination of the workmen involved in overcoming such 
obstacles with only basic tools is truly amazing.  
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Charity Water Initiative 

Over the past few months the charity has been forming links with a 
number of UK based restaurants under the banner of the newly created 
Kileva Charity Water Initiative. As partners in the initiative, restaurants 
offer their customers the chance to make a donation to the charity in 
exchange for a bottle or jug of tap water. 

Here’s a selection of the organisations that have joined the initiative so 
far: 

• The Cheerful Soul Restaurant in Marlow, 
Buckinghamshire 

• The George Pub in Winnersh, Berkshire 

• The Old Devil Inn in Knowl Hill, Berkshire 

• The Swan Hotel in Bradford on Avon,  

I’d like to say a big thank you to all the management and staff at each of the above restaurants for their 
support of the initiative, and if any of you are looking for a good meal in one the above towns, why not 
drop in and have a drink (of tap water!) so that together we can strengthen the lifeline flowing into 
Sagalla, Kenya.  

If any of you know of any pubs or restaurants that may be interested in joining the Charity Water 
Initiative please contact me on cliff@kilevafoundation.com. 

 

Awards Scheme 

Education 

During our recent visit the Trustees and other visitors were guests of honour at Kileva Awards 
ceremonies held at schools across the region. Once again Kileva medals and certificates were 
presented to the term’s top three performers in each year group, and to those pupils that had showed 
most improvement from the previous term. The schools involved were:  

• Gedion Mosi Primary 

• Kileva Eastfield Primary 

• Kirumbi Primary  

• Kizumanzi Primary 

• Mwakichuchu Secondary  

• Mwanyambo Primary 

• Marie Primary  

• Our Lady of Succour Secondary 

Congratulations once again to the teachers, parents and pupils for all their hard work. 
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Sport 

The Kileva Awards Scheme was not only established to reward 
achievement in education but also in areas such as sport and 
community development.  It was therefore a pleasure to be able to 
award the Kileva Cup to the winners of a knock-out football 
competition which has been running throughout the Sagalla region 
over the past few months. 

 

The final, which was held on Sunday 1st November to 
coincide with our visit, saw Kirumbi take the lead, but two late 
penalties were converted by Kizumanzi meaning that they 
won the match and the competition by two goals to one.   

Kileva medals were awarded to both teams, and WorldVision 
donated shirts and footballs. 

Community Development 

In recognition of the community development work being done 
at the prison in Voi, Kileva Certificates were handed out to both 
prison officers and inmates for the contribution made in 
categories such as building work and skills development.  

 

Kileva would also like 
to recognise the 
excellent community 

work being done by the Ladies of Vision group who are making 
cost-effective sanitary towels to reduce the time lost by girls who 
do not attend school during their monthly menstrual cycle. For 
more information about their work please contact either myself or 
Emily Wanjiru on +254 722 912504 or ladiesofv@yahoo.com. 

 

Other News 

Kileva Officials in Kenya 

I’m delighted to announce that Margaret Kiriro Samba has been appointed to the position of Deputy 
Operations Director of the Kileva Foundation in Kenya.  In this role Margaret will help Godwin Kilele to 
fulfill all the operational duties involved in running the Kileva projects, and will deputise for him whenever 
he is unavailable. Margaret will also take responsibility for managing the finances of the operation in 
Kenya including allocating funds to the projects and reporting back progress to the Board of Trustees. 
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Christmas Gift Cards 

If you're still wondering what you could buy for family and/or friends this Christmas, why not consider a 
Kileva Foundation Christmas Gift Card?   

Simply go to http://www.kilevafoundation.com/index_files/Gifts.htm, choose the item(s) you'd like your 
donation to go to, then select the "Personalised Christmas Gift Card" item for each card you'd like to 
send.  It's as easy as that!  

 

Bond 

As mentioned in the Summer Newsletter, Kileva has joined 
the BOND (British Overseas NGOs for Development) 
organisation to help us to network with other NGOs.   

We’ve continued to work with Bond over the past few 
months to look at potential areas of co-operation and fund 
raising, and opposite is an article about Kileva that has 
appeared in the latest copy of their magazine.   

For more info go www.bond.org.uk.  

 

Thank You 

Finally I’d like once again to say a big THANK YOU to all Kileva sponsors for their generous donations 
throughout the year.  I began to list all the people involved – both individuals and company groups – but 
then realised it’s probably best to just say a big thank you to you all as a whole.   

Of course fund raising never stops as there’s always so much to do (as I hope you can imagine) so if 
you are planning a walk, run, climb, silence, raffle, swim – anything which requires a little effort – please 
let me know and perhaps we could turn it into a Kileva fund raising event.  For example in a very rash 
moment a few weeks ago I decided to run the Reading Half Marathon in support of Kileva on Sunday 
21st March 2010. Following a few short training sessions it’s become very apparent that I will need all the 
encouragement I can get if I’m to finish before the following Monday, so I’ll send out details earlier in the 
new year regarding how you can sponsor me and thereby give me some of the desperately needed 
encouragement I need! 
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