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2001 
 

 
 
I first visited Kenya with my wife (Jane) on 
holiday in September 2001.  We stayed at the 
Coral Key resort in Malindi and within a couple 
of days met a waiter there called Kilele.  We 
spent a day with him and his family – Grace his 
wife, Naomi his eldest daughter, and Joyce his 
youngest.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Even though we’d stayed in the most exotic of resorts and 
had gone on safari for 3 days to see some fantastic sights and 
animals, it was Kilele and his family that remained 
uppermost in my thoughts when I returned to England. 
 

 



A history of the Kileva Foundation 2001 – 2009 

 
Kileva Foundation registered office: 16 Cypress Road, Woodley, Reading, Berkshire, RG5 4BD, UK 

Charity Commission of England and Wales registration number: 1116436 
www.kilevafoundation.com  

 
Page 3 of 11 

 

2002 – 2003 
 
The Kenyan economy took a turn for the worse following 9/11 and 
other terrorist attacks in Mombasa the following year.  The tourist 
industry in particular was badly affected and I began to send money 
to help Kilele pay for Joyce’s and Naomi’s education. 
 
However it soon became clear that there was very limited work in 
Malindi, and so Kilele and his family returned home to Sagalla in 
2002.  Sagalla is a mountainous region about a third of the way 
between Mombasa and Nairobi, near the town of Voi on the edge of 
the Tsavo game reserve. 
 

2004 
 
By now the bond between Kilele and I had 
grown very strong and I felt that, even though 
I’d never visited his home in the remote 
Sagalla mountain, I had begun to get to know 
his extended family and friends through his 
letters. 
 
It was therefore with great delight that I heard 
early in 2004 that his wife Grace was 
pregnant, but it was with complete 
astonishment that, when his son was born, that 
he named him after me.  I felt very humble and 
honoured. 
 

2005 
 
Kilele had by now saved enough money to buy a mobile ‘phone, and so I could speak to him on a 
reasonably regular basis about the life of not only him and his family but of the entire Sagalla 
community.   
 
It was on one of our ‘phone calls that Kilele said that he was going to get “properly” married, i.e. 
have a full religious ceremony.  I was fascinated when he explained over the coming weeks about 
the traditions of such a marriage, particularly when he explained that as many as 2,000 people 
might attend!   However I was even more astonished when during one conversation he was 
explaining the roles and responsibilities of a best man & best lady and it was only when I asked 
why he was telling me all this that I realised that he wanted Jane and I to take those roles! 
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2006 
 
Having recovered from the shock 
Jane & I attended Kilele & Grace’s 
wedding on 14th February 2006 in 
their home village of Kizumanzi.  
This was probably the most 
incredible week of our lives!  People 
came from remote villages all over 
the remote Sagalla Mountain (the 
high region) and from those at the 
foot of the mountain (the low region) 
and the celebrations went on for 3 
days.  We were the first white people 
that many of the guests had ever met. 
 

We met Kilele and Grace’s entire 
extended family, plus officials 
from the primary schools in 
Kizumanzi and Kirumbi, together 
with Elders from all the local 
villages.   
 
Before our arrival Kilele had used 
some of the money I’d sent him to 
repair one of the roofs and to 
paint the inside walls of the 
classrooms at the Kizumanzi 
School, and it was very apparent 
during our visit just how much the 
teachers, parents, officials and 
pupils appreciated this gesture.   

 
 
 
 
It was then that I realised just how much the people of 
this savagely beautiful part of Kenya now meant to me, 
and I knew that I had to find a way to help not only 
Kilele and his family, but as many of his people as 
possible. 
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As soon as I returned to England I began to look into what it would take to form a registered 
charity, and by September the Kileva Foundation was formally registered with the Charity 
Commission of England & Wales.  The name was derived by combining the first 3 letters from 
Kilele’s name with the 1st 3 from my surname (Evans) 

 
I went back to Kenya the following month, 
this time with my eldest daughter Alison. We 
visited the newly established Kileva 
Foundation Plantation where over 5,000 tree 
seedlings were being grown by the newly 
formed Kileva Foundation Scout Group.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

.   
 
However most significantly we visited the 
site of what was to become the Kileva 
Eastfield Primary School in the village of 
Mwakoma.  We were the first white 
people to walk on that land and it was an 
incredibly moving experience, particularly 
when the children from the village sang 
“twinkle twinkle little star” in our honour!  
 
 
 

By the end of the year an old friend who by now was Deputy Head at the 
Eastfield Primary School in Cumbernauld Scotland had raised a considerable 
amount of money for Kileva, and so we decided to name the new school which 
was now being built in Mwakoma the “Kileva Eastfield Primary School” in their 
honour. 
 
Although friends and family were warning me not to take on too much, I knew that with care 
Kileva could make a huge difference to many, many lives.  How right I was.  

We also visited schools in the villages of 
Kizumanzi & Kirumbi to inspect the water tanks 
we had funded, and to hand out Kileva Medals & 
Certificates to the best students in each of the  
eight year groups. 
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2007 
 
I visited again in May, this time with my other daughter Katie.  By 
now the Kileva Awards scheme had captured everyone’s 
imagination and we visited ten schools in remote villages across the 
whole Sagalla community to award medals and certificates to the 
best performers. This has since been shown to bring improved 
motivation and results in the schools involved.  
 
 

A highlight of the trip was when we visited 
the new Kileva Eastfield Primary School to 
see the Pre-school classroom and the 
Standard 1 classroom, both of which by then 
had walls and a roof, but no plastering on the 
floor or walls.  It was a great feeling to realise 
that our ambitious plan to build a school was 
beginning to take shape. 
 
 
 

Prior to the visit I’d discussed at length with Kilele how much the 
community in and around the village of Kirumbi were in desperate 
need of medical help.  The nearest medical facilities were in the 
town of Voi which is about an 8 km walk across inhospitable 
territory occupied by dangerous wild animals and snakes.  
Consequently we’d decided to undertake a second ambitious 
project to build a new Medical Dispensary and Community Centre 
in the village.  Katie and I therefore visited the proposed site for the 
new facility, and were pleased to see that an area had already been 
cleared by the local community. 
 

We also visited the  
Site where we had funded 
research into the feasibility of 
drilling for water, visited the 
schools where water tanks had 
been installed, and in a very 
busy week we also checked on 
progress at the Kileva 
Plantation and Farms sites 
where goats, chickens and cows (Jos and Jane) plus a bull 
(Spencer) were by being farmed. 
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Later that year the seriousness of the effects of diseases such as 
typhoid and malaria became particularly apparent when Kilele 
became very seriously ill and indeed almost died from the effects of 
both diseases.  Although this put paid to his ambitions to run for 
election as the MP for the Voi constituency in the forthcoming 
parliamentary elections, it was to everyone’s great relief that he 
gradually recovered, and was I able to meet up with him again when I 
visited again in October, this time with Jane, my son David, and two 
friends. 
 

 
One of those friends had just climbed Mount 
Kilimanjaro in Tanzania to raise money for 
Kileva, so in recognition of his achievement we 
named Classroom 1 at the Kileva Eastfield 
Primary School the Ballard Classroom.  By now 
the floor and walls of that and the pre-school 
classroom were complete, and the foundations for 
standard 2 had been laid.   
 
 

 
As well as visiting the Kileva Medical Dispensary where the foundations for the 1st two rooms had 
now been laid, we again spent a very hectic week visiting many local schools to award Kileva 
Medals and Certificates, and we again found time to inspect the Kileva Plantation and farms with 
the Kileva Scout Group. 
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2008 
 
My latest visit was in October 2008.  Again my wife Jane and daughter Alison came with me, 
together with Alison’s boyfriend and two friends.  By now the roof of Standard 2 classroom at the 
Kileva Eastfield Primary school was in place, and the walls for Standard 3 classroom had been 
erected. Additionally a new toilet block had been completed. 
 
 

 
 
Two teachers were now being employed, and pupils were attending the pre-school, standard 1 and 
standard 2 classes.  It was therefore with great pride that I was able to present certificates and 
medals to our very own best pupils, and I handed out Kileva polo shirts to all the pupils.  It felt a 
little bit like I suddenly had an extra 60 grandchildren in my family! 
 
 
In addition we again visited numerous schools in 
the area to present Kileva medals & certificates to 
their best performers, and I met with many 
governmental officials during this visit, including 
the Mayor of Voi plus all his councillors, the 
District Commissioner, Local Education Officer 
and the MP for Voi. 
 
 

 
Finally we visited the Kileva Medical 
Dispensary in Kirumbi where we confirmed 
that good progress had been made on 
erecting the walls of the 1st two dispensing 
rooms. 
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2009  
 
We were delighted to hear early this year that the results of 
Standard 1 pupils were the best in the whole Voi district – a 
remarkable achievement for the teachers and all involved in only 
our first year of operation.   
 
However, although progress on the two main projects (school 
and dispensary) continued well – there is now teacher’s 
accommodation at the Kileva Eastfield School for example – I 
was hit hard when I heard that the community were suffering 
badly due to the damage caused by elephants to crops and by the 
effects of continuing drought.   
 
 
 

Tragically a number of 
people have died from 
the resulting hardships 
including Patrick 
Mwacharo Mwakina 
who was the Head 
Boy at Kileva 
Eastfield.  I therefore 
contacted Lucy King 
who is a researcher 
from the Save The 
Elephants organisation 
regarding her work 
into the use of beehive 
fences as an elephant 
deterrent.  
 
 

 
The discussions resulted in her and two of her field assistants travelling south to visit the Kileva 
projects (their current work is based in the Samburu region of Kenya) and I’m delighted to say that 
enough funding has since been raised to ensure that work will begin on two pilot fences in August.  
In fact enough funding has been raised to also complete the roof of the Kileva Dispensary in 
Kirumbi, and one of the two dispensing rooms will be named the Cole Room in recognition of that 
family’s fundraising efforts.  
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Contact has also recently been established with the 
Oldfield Primary School in Maidenhead.  Pupils there will 
become pen pals with the pupils of the Kileva Eastfield 
Primary School.  This will hopefully not only create a 
personal link between the kids of the two schools, but will 
also give their families a better understanding of the 
massive differences between our two societies. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Finally, the Kileva Foundation is forming partnerships with 
various restaurants to offer their customers the chance to make a 
donation to the charity in exchange for a 1 Litre carafe of tap 
water.   
 
By joining the initiative restaurants will help Kileva to build on 
the work it’s done so far, and enable them to take advantage of 
free advertising for the restaurant on the Kileva Foundation 
website, and in the regular Kileva Foundation Newsletter. 
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